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Contemporary Debates in Human Rights 2015                 HRTS 5301


UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN HUMAN RIGHTS

HRTS 5301  Contemporary Debates in Human Rights  Fall
 2015
Professor Richard A. Wilson (Richard.wilson@uconn.edu; Beach Hall Room 405) 

Professor Wiktor Osiatyński, Budapest University and Open Society Institute (9/22-10/06/15)
Tuesdays 10AM-1PM, Beach Hall 404
This is one of the core courses for the Graduate Certificate in Human Rights and its aim is to introduce graduate students from a variety of disciplines to the central human rights issues and debates of the day. Since these debates are centuries old, we begin by discussing whether all humans hold universal natural rights by virtue of their inherent dignity, or from their ability to reason, or simply from positive law handed down from previous generations. We then move on to the critiques of human rights that emerged in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and that focused on the relationship between rights and Western culture, capitalism and liberalism. The second part of the course addresses more concrete issues such as women’s rights, freedom of speech and the right to health. The objective of the course is to enhance your ability to state which conceptions of human rights you find persuasive (if any) and to give you the tools to empirically evaluate global manifestations of human rights laws and norms. Since the course is structured around a debate format, you will also be able to argue more persuasively, using logic, rhetoric and evidence.
Course requirements:  
· Class participation constitutes 30% of the grade for this course.  

· A 6-8 page mid-term paper answering the question “Are human rights relevant to the Syrian conflict and ensuing humanitarian crisis? If so, then how might they be applied concretely?” is due at noon on Monday, October 12th [hard copy, Beach Hall 405]. The paper will comprise 10% of your grade. 
· Each student will write one final term paper of 15-20 pages compromising 60% of the term grade, based upon a question from the syllabus, or your own question that is approved in advance by me. You will send me a 1-2 page question, outline and bibliography in hard copy by Nov 10th. I will comment on essay drafts that I receive by Nov. 29th (email is fine).  Final papers are due December 15th, 12 noon (hard copy, Beach 405).  
*All university rules apply*
Key texts have been ordered for the UConn Co-op.  

· Textbooks:

· Osiatyński, Wiktor, 2009. Human Rights and Their Limits, Cambridge University Press.

· Simmons, Beth. 2009. Mobilizing For Human Rights: international law in domestic 
politics. Cambridge.  
· Warburton, Nigel 2009. Free Speech.  Oxford University Press. Pp. 1-58.
Session 1
9/1/15

Are human rights grounded in natural rights?

HuskyCT
Michael Freeman. 2002. Human Rights, chapters 1-3, pp. 1-54.

MacDonald, Margaret. 1984. ‘Natural Rights.’ In J. Waldron, ed. Theories of Rights. Oxford: Oxford University Press. Pp. 21-40

Session 2
9/8/15

In the nineteenth century, Karl Marx claimed that natural rights were a smokescreen for capitalist accumulation: was he correct? What is the relationship between human rights and contemporary global economic practices?

HuskyCT
Marx, Karl. 'Power as the Basis of Right' (pp.183-5) and 'On the Jewish Question' (pp.39-

63) in David McLellan. 1977. Karl Marx: Selected Writings. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Haskell, Thomas. 1985. ‘Capitalism and the Origins of the Humanitarian Sensibility.’  American Historical Review. Vol. 90, No. 2, pp. 339-361.

Lukes, Steven. 1991.  ‘Can a Marxist Believe in Human Rights?’  Moral Conflict and Politics. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
Session 3 
9/15/15

Do human rights emerge from grassroots social movements, or a system of laws, rules and institutions?

Textbook
Osiatyński, Wiktor, 2009. Human Rights and Their Limits, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 97-104.

HuskyCT
Epp, Charles R. 2009. Making Rights Real: Activists, Bureaucrats and the Creation of the Legalistic State.  Chs. 2-3, Pp. 13-57. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.
Meckled-Garcia, Saladin and Basak Cali, eds., 2006. The Legalization of Human Rights.  

New York: Routledge. ‘Introduction.’ Pp. 1-8 and ‘Lost in Translation: the human rights 

ideal and international human rights law.’ Pp. 11-31

Freeman, Michael. 2006. ‘Putting Law in its Place.’ in Saladin Meckled-Garcia and 

Basak Cali, eds., The Legalization of Human Rights. Pp. 49-63.  New York: Routledge.

Session 4
9/22/15
(with Wiktor Osiatynski)
Are human rights universal or culturally relative?

Osiatyński, Wiktor, 2009. Human Rights and Their Limits, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 144-186.
HuskyCT
Donnelly, Jack. 2007.  ‘The Relative Universality of Human Rights.’ Human Rights 

Quarterly.  Volume 29, Number 2, May 2007, pp. 281-306.

Ekern, Stener. “Are Human Rights Destroying the Natural Balance of All Things?” Pedro Pitarch, Shannon Speed and Xochitl Leyva Solano, eds., 2008.  Human Rights in the Maya Region. Duke University Press.

Pedro Pitarch.  “The Labyrinth of Translation: a Tzeltal Version of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.” Pedro Pitarch, Shannon Speed and Xochitl Leyva Solano, eds, 2008.  Human Rights in the Maya Region. Duke University Press.

Session 5
9/29/15
(with Wiktor Osiatynski)
Do human rights promote economic justice and the right to an adequate level of economic  subsistence, and with what consequences?

Osiatyński, Wiktor, 2009. Human Rights and Their Limits, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 105-126.

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/a_cescr.htm
HuskyCT
Hertel, Shareen and Lanse Minkler, eds.  2007. Economic Rights. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  Introduction.

Zerilli, Flippo and Marie Dembour. 2007. “The House of Ghosts: Post Socialist Property Restitution etc.” In M.B. Dembour and T. Kelly. Paths to International Justice. Cambridge. Pp. 189-215.

Session 6
10/6/15
(with Wiktor Osiatynski)
Have Human Rights Treaties Failed? 

Eric Posner v. Ken Roth 2014 http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2014/12/28/have-human-rights-treaties-failed?ref=opinion
Text

Simmons, Beth. 2009. Mobilizing For Human Rights: international law in domestic politics. Cambridge.  Chapters 2-4. Pp. 23-155. 

Posner, Eric (2015) Should Human Rights Law Play a Role in Development?

 http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2664388
*Mid-Term Paper Due Noon on Monday, October 12th*
Session 7
10/13/15
How does international criminal law conceive of, and punish, human rights violations?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of grounding human rights in positive law?

HuskyCT


Cassese, Antonio and Paola Gaeta.  2013.  International Criminal Law. 3rd Edition. Chapters 4-5. Pp. 63-108.
Session 8
10/20/15
Is there a human right to culture? If so, how should the right to culture be conceptualized and applied?
Text

Osiatyński, Wiktor. 2009. Human Rights and Their Limits, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 81-97.
HuskyCT
Cowan, J., M. Dembour and R. Wilson. eds., 2001. Culture and Rights. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Introduction. Pp. 1-26.

Kingston, Lindsey. 2015. “The Destruction of Identity.” Cultural Genocide and Indigenous Peoples.” Journal of Human Rights. 14:63-83.
Session 9
10/27/15

Is there a human right to freedom of expression?

Text
Warburton, Nigel (2009) Free Speech. Pp. 1-58.
Ordered for UConn Coop.

Wilson, Richard Ashby (2015) “Inciting Genocide with Words.” Michigan Journal of International Law. http://ssrn.com/abstract=2439325
Session 10
11/3/15
**Surprise Week**

*1-2 page question, outline and bibliography in hard copy by Nov 10th*

Session 11
11/10/15

To what degree do international human rights norms prevent discrimination against women?  Do human rights actually encourage women’s social and political participation, as is often claimed?  How are women’s human rights translated into practice and with what consequences? 

HuskyCT
UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women [CEDAW] www.hrweb.org/legal/cdw.html
UN Fourth World Conference on Women 1995

Beijing Declaration 

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/beijingdeclaration.html 
Richards, David and Jillienne Haglund. 2015. “State Commitment to CEDAW and Domestic Gender Based Violence Legislation. “ Paper prepared for the 2015 Meeting of the Law and Society Association, May 28, 2015 Seattle, WA.
Text:

Simmons, Beth. 2009. Mobilizing For Human Rights: international law in domestic politics. Cambridge.  Chapter 6, pp. 202-255.

Session 12
11/17/15

Is there a human right to adequate health care?

HuskyCT
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.  General Comment No. 14 (11 August 2000). UN Doc. E/C.12/2000/4

Chapman, Audrey. 2011. “Missed Opportunities: The Human Rights Gap in the Report of the Commission on Social Determinants of Health.” Journal of Human Rights. 10:132-150.

Ngwena, Charles. 2010. “Inscribing Abortion as a Human Right: Significance of the Protocol

on the Rights of Women in Africa.” Human Rights Quarterly, Volume 32, Number 4, November 2010, pp. 783-864.

**THANKSGIVING WEEK**

Session 13
12/1/15

To what degree should human rights law (for ex.,  international criminal law) correspond to the science of human behavior, and, in particular, to new developments in psychology and neuroscience?
Harris, Lasana T. & Fiske, Susan T. (2011) “Dehumanized Perception: A Psychological Means to Facilitate Atrocities, Torture and Genocide?” Journal of Psychology, vol. 175: 219.

Lillie, Christine M and Knapp, Brock and Harris, Lasana T. and Wilson, Richard Ashby (2015) “This Is The Hour of Revenge: The Law and Psychology of Propaganda and International Conflict.” Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=2580521
Session 14
12/8/15
Summary and discussion of final papers
*Final papers are due Tuesday December 15th, 12 noon (hard copy, Beach 405)*

Policy Against Discrimination, Harassment and Inappropriate Romantic Relationships
The University is committed to maintaining an environment free of discrimination or discriminatory harassment directed toward any person or group within its community – students, employees, or visitors.  Academic and professional excellence can flourish only when each member of our community is assured an atmosphere of mutual respect.  All members of the University community are responsible for the maintenance of an academic and work environment in which people are free to learn and work without fear of discrimination or discriminatory harassment.  In addition, inappropriate Romantic relationships can undermine the University’s mission when those in positions of authority abuse or appear to abuse their authority.  To that end, and in accordance with federal and state law, the University prohibits discrimination and discriminatory harassment, as well as inappropriate romantic relationships, and such behavior will be met with appropriate disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal from the University. More information is available at http://policy.uconn.edu/?p=2884
 
Sexual Assault Reporting Policy
To protect the campus community, all non-confidential University employees (including faculty) are required to report assaults they witness or are told about to the Office of Diversity & Equity under the Sexual Assault Response Policy.  The University takes all reports with the utmost seriousness.  Please be aware that while the information you provide will remain private, it will not be confidential and will be shared with University officials who can help.  
More information is available at http://sexualviolence.uconn.edu/
